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he proves his suspicions, the decree is rescinded. The case
which Is about to be recounted is one of great public im-
portance in the history of the Divorce Court, and shed at the
time a baleful light on the methods by which the advisers
of parties who sought to escape from the bonds of matrimony,
by pleading the only reasons valid under English law, were
able in many cases to succeed. The facts revealed by the case
of" Slater's Agency 35 led to much stricter investigations Into
the circumstances of undefended divorces in the English
Courts. Perhaps, too, the fact that ill-used and innocent
persons have been driven or led, by desperation, to such
devices is not without Its lessons to those who are concerned
with the relation of law to humanity.
On the 24th November, 1902, an undefended petition, that
of Kate Pollard against her husband Thomas Pollard,
seemingly of a most ordinary kind, came on for hearing
before one of the Judges of the Divorce Division ; the facts
seemed to disclose matters of the most common, if sordid,
routine In that Court. The parties appeared to be of the
middle class, and not at all well-to-do. The wife was a pretty
business-woman, who was the manageress of a cafe, and the
husband, many years older than herself, was a not very
successful business-man, who had been connected with the
tea-trade and with insurance-work. He had married his
wife in 1891 ; his health had failed, and he had been drink-
ing heavily for years, according to his wife's evidence, and
had treated her badly ; the parties had separated, and the
husband was now living with relatives at Plymouth. While
he was residing there, it was alleged that there had been
misconduct between Mm and a girl named Maud Goodman,
who gave evidence as to this, and identified him by a
photograph. The Judge, after a few minutes3 hearing, granted
the decree nisi. The case was not even reported in the news-
papers, and It seemed that there was no reason why Mrs.
Pollard, who was of blameless reputation, should not look
forward to her freedom in a few months* time.
The trial had been formal; the parties were humble, and
only a few guineas had been marked on counsel's briefs,
eminent though they were. The solicitor engaged always